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FYlS Coastal Non point Program Priorities and Review Timeline 

EXPECTED REVIEW TIMES 

High Priority: Generally ASAP as mandated by settlement agreement or statute. 
Note: For WA, reassess when NPS Plan Update is done (maybe Spring??) 

Moderate Priority-Tier 1: 

State distributes submission to appropriate reviewers 

Route through General Counsel if Legal Opinion is 

included (NOAA) 

Concurrent with steps below, review and analyze 
submission {EPA HQ, Region and NOAA). Contact 
state with questions as necessary. Determine 
whether submission contains sufficient 
information to continue review process. If 
insufficient info, then 
stop review process and contact state. 

E-mail preliminary comments or draft rationale 

among Federal interests (EPA HQ, Region and 
NOAA). Establish interim deadlines to discuss 

different aspects of state submittal. 

Review preliminary comments & schedule time to 

discuss issues (EPA HQ, Region and NOAA) 
Conference calls to resolve issues if necessary (EPA 

HQ, Region and NOAA) 

Finalize decisions/rationales (EPA and NOAA) 

Give informal feedback to state (can also occur 
before this point) 

Route draft decisions/rationales through General 
Counsel for their reviews (EPA and NOAA) 

Incorporate General Counsel comments into findings 

& finalize 

Deliver formal feedback to state 

Comprehensive 
Submittal 

(covers many MMs or 
requires reviewing more 

than 50+ pgs of information) 

0 days 

J... or Stop 

0-90 days 

J... 

60-120 days 

J... 

J... 

75-160 days 

J... 

110-180 days 

J... 
110-180 days* 

(~4-6 mo) 

Small Submittal 
(covers only a few MMs and/or 
requires reviewing less than 50 

pages) 

0 days 

J... or Stop 

0-45 days 

J... 

30-60 days 

J... 

J... 

35-80 days 

J... 

60-100 days 

J... 
60-100 days* 
(~2-3 mo) 

*Note: If NOAA/EPA determine the state's program is fully approvable, add 3-6 months to timeline to 
allow for Federal Register Notice process (including management briefings). {NOAA and EPA must 
announce proposed decision for 30 day public comment period}. Add more time if significant public 
comments are received. 
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FYlS Coastal Non point Program Priorities and Review Timeline 

Moderate Priority-Tier 2: 

State distributes submission to appropriate reviewers 

Route through General Counsel if Legal Opinion 
(NOAA) 

Concurrent with steps below, review and analyze 
submission {EPA HQ, Region and NOAA). Contact 
state with questions as necessary. Determine 
whether submission contains sufficient 
information to continue review process. If 
insufficient info, then stop review process and 
contact state. 

E-mail preliminary comments or draft rationale 

among Federal interests (EPA HQ, Region and 
NOAA). Establish interim deadlines to discuss 

different aspects of state submittal. 

Review preliminary comments & schedule time to 
discuss issues (EPA HQ, Region and NOAA) 

Conference calls to resolve issues if necessary (EPA 

HQ, Region and NOAA) 

Finalize decisions/rationales (EPA and NOAA) 

Give informal feedback to state (can also occur 
before this point) 

Route draft decisions/rationales through General 
Counsel for their review (EPA and NOAA) 

Receive package back from General Counsel 

Incorporate General Counsel comments into findings 

& finalize 

Deliver formal feedback to state 

Comprehensive 
Submittal 

(covers many MMs or requires 
reviewing more than 50+ pgs 

of information) 

0 days 

J... or Stop 

0-90 days 

60-130 days 

90-160 days 

105-190 days 

120-210 days* 
(~4-7 mo) 

Small Submittal 
(covers only a few MMs and/or 
requires reviewing less than 50 

pages) 

0 days 

J... or Stop 

0-60 days 

30-90 days 

60-120 days 

75-160 days 

90-180 days* 
(~3-6 mo) 

*Note: If NOAA/EPA determine the state's program is fully approvable, add 3-6 months to timeline to 
allow for Federal Register Notice process (including management briefings). {NOAA and EPA must 
announce proposed decision for 30 day public comment period}. Add more time if significant public 
comments are received. 
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FYlS Coastal Non point Program Priorities and Review Timeline 

Low Priority: 

State distributes submission to appropriate reviewers 

Route through General Counsel if Legal Opinion 
(NOAA) 

Concurrent with steps below, review and analyze 
submission {EPA HQ, Region and NOAA). Contact 
state with questions as necessary. Determine 
whether submission contains sufficient 
information to continue review process. If 
insufficient info, then stop review process and 
contact state. 

E-mail preliminary comments or draft rationale 

among Federal interests (EPA HQ, Region and 
NOAA). Establish interim deadlines to discuss 

different aspects of state submittal. 

Review preliminary comments & schedule time to 
discuss issues (EPA HQ, Region and NOAA) 

Conference calls to resolve issues if necessary (EPA 

HQ, Region and NOAA) 

Finalize decisions/rationales (EPA and NOAA) 

Give informal feedback to state (can also occur 
before this point) 

Route draft decisions/rationales through General 
Counsel for their review (EPA and NOAA) 

Incorporate General Counsel comments into findings 

& finalize (NOAA) 

Deliver formal feedback to state 

Comprehensive 
Submittal 

(covers many MMs or requires 
reviewing more than 50+ pgs 

of information) 

0 days 

J... or Stop 

0-120 days 

60-180 days 

90-210 days 

120-250 days 

150-270 days* 
(~5-9 mo) 

Small Submittal 
(covers only a few MMs and/or 
requires reviewing less than 50 

pages) 

0 days 

J... or Stop 

0-90 days 

60-120 days 

90-150 days 

105-190 days 

120-210 days* 
(~4-7 mo) 

*Note: If NOAA/EPA determine the state's program is fully approvable, add 3-6 months to timeline to 
allow for Federal Register Notice process (including management briefings). {NOAA and EPA must 
announce proposed decision for 30 day public comment period}. Add more time if significant public 
comments are received. 
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